Minutes of the Investiration Committee 
Concerning the Conclusior of the Pact 

of Alliance *etween Japan ané Yurma, in- 
cluding three other subjects. 


Cenvened in tho East Ne. 3 "oom of the Imporial Palace on 29 
(Thursday). 


Those Fresent: 


ITresicent FAPA 
Chairren of tho Invartiration Committee: Vice-fresidant SUZIKI 
Committee Members 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor SFI¥IZU 
Comncitjior MINANI Councillor OSHIMA 
Councillor VavA Councillor OPATA 
Councilor MATSUI Councillor TAK@CS I 
Counci?ler SIICATA"A Councillor IZA‘ia 
Councillor MiTSIURA Councillor IK™DA 
Conncillor USHIC Councillor MINAMI 
Councillor HAYASFI Councillo~ MTOJI 
Comoediior FURAT Councillor HI?FAC 
Councillor FUTAKaA?T 
Courn¢citlor 


Absentees: 

Comrittee Membere: Councillor MITSUCFI 

State Ministers: 
TOJO - Frime Minister, concurrently har Minister. 
oA o ey. - Navy Minister. 
ANIO - Meme Minister. 
ACKI = Hinister of Creater Fast Asia. 
SKICMITSU - Foreign Minister 


Exronents: 
MCRIYAMA - Director of the Bureau of Legislation, 
SAT (POTO™) - Councillor of the Rureau of Lerislatior. 
SATO (TATSC) - Counc:llor of the Fureay cf feprikisticn. 
MIYAUCHI = Councillor of the Pureau of the ITerisiation. 
KAMIMNUVA - Director of tre Rureau of Foliticsl atfairs, Forsirn 
ANG - Directcr of the Tresty Prreau, Foreign Ministry. 
SONE - Secretary, Foreifn Ministry. 
MATSUDAIRA - Secretary, Foreien Ministry. 
SUYAMA - Junior Secretary, Foreirn Ministry. 
PUJISAKI - Junior Secretary, Foreign Ministry. 
KAPASAVA - Vice-Minister of Pome Affairs. 
ATAI - Chief cf the Local Affairs Puregu, Fome 
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IRIF - ‘Secretary, Fome Ministry. 

NAKAJIMA + Secretary, Fome Ministry. 

FAPACIUCHI - Chief of the Foreign Copita] Purcau, linunce 

SATO - Chief of the Military Affairs "urean, ‘ar !caliscry. 

TAKAHASKI - Chief cf Military Affairs Section, Military affairs Pureau, 
Var Ministry. 

OKA = Chief of the Pureau of Naval Affairs, Navy Ministry. 

YAMAMOTC - Vice-Ninister of Greater East Asia. 

TAKEUCHI - Chief of the General Affairs Bureau, Crenter East Asie ‘inistr 

MIZUNC - Chief of the Southern Affairs Purcau, Greater Yast Asia Ministry 

USAIMI - Chief of the Chine Puresu, Greater Fast fsia Ministry. 

FACIVARA - Secrete.y, Creater Hast Jisia Ministry. 

YAMADA - Secretary, Craater Zact Asia Ministry. 

GOMOWAKI - Investipatcr, Crestor “act Asia hinistry, 

NSHICVI - Secretary, Greeter Bast Asia Ministry. 

AKIIOTO secretary, Creater East asia Inistry, 

SIME, - ‘relery, Greater East Asia Ministry. 

KATSUNC - Corsul 

FUKUDA = Jurior Secretary, Groater East asia Ministry. 

YCEFIDA - Junicr Secretary, Greater East Asia Vincetry. 

HOPIE = Chicf Secretary. 

MOROPASHI = Secroatary,. 

TAKATSUJI - Secretary. 
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Committco-mombor KVBCTA asked whethor or not Fararroph 3 of the 
Japer “Burns Poet of {lliance whieh cenecrns items to be discussed and 
determined by the €fficials of both countrics, wes too comprehensive. 
Fromier TOJO and the Director of the Treaty Pur’au of the Foreign Minis- 
try, ANIC, ecrlicd thet tho itom mentioned steve cone rnd the minor 
tntedis cf che enid pret, that eccording to prosent oxpectations it wos 
rostrictid to ar onerstiona’ spreoment, and that propor procedure vould 
kave to *o followed should thore arise anything not covered by the minor 
details, 


Committeo-rr Sor SFINIZU inquired ahout the prosent condition of 
the Purmose terelucry and nascion, and of the Pur-sse defense srmy, 
which wes explein-d hy tho Ministor of Grontor Enst Asir, ACKI, end Prime 
Ministor TOJO, The enme coumittee-member curstioned further csbout the 
rolicf steps cf the Chinese Covernment prescribed in Art. 3 of the 
irreement Atteched to the Sino-Jaranose Treaty, Director of the Treaty 
Pur nu of the Forcign Vinistry, ANDC, answered that, althourh Chinese 
‘relief methoés wera defective, he would have her devise suitable methods. 


Committee-momber MIN.MI (Firoshi) ssked various cucrtions: (1) to 
tho questicr of vhat was the relationshiy between the mili-ary adminis- 
tration and Purmce> indercndence, Prime Minister TOJC stated that first 
of 1) the military administration should be sabclished on august 1, and 
thon independence should be declared. (2) To the cucstion of whether 
of not the indcrencenee of Purme woulde prove an obstacle to cxccution 
of our military cp retions, Frim Ministcr TOJC statod that thero would 
bo ne obstacle for not only was Rurma promising us military coopsration 
by treaty, but ho oxpreted her absolute cooperation with us. (3). To 
the cuostion of wh ther thore wos nocd to conclude a special eenvention 
hetv on khoth countries sinee the inderondenco of Purm weuld pesitivcly 
r‘cuire Japanese protection and guidanco, Prim Minister TOJO stated 
thatithe trogty provisions ‘would he on ar cqual *nejs; and thet, if 
noeessnry, protection and guicance vould be furnished as a do facte step 
or by applicetion to Articlo 3. (4). To his reouest for tho opinion of 
the euthoritics es te the futuro form of povernmont in Purma, Prime 
Minister TOJO stated that it vould be better to havo the prorle at their 
leisure decido it as they please, on *ssumrtion end within the limit of 
their cooperntion vith Japan. (5) To the cusstion concerning title to 
the "Shan State", Primc Ministor TCJO stated that in order to have Thoilen* 
and Purm: coopernte in the war with us, he rould have them cherish hope f 
the future, For this purpose, he ssid, consideration should be givon to 
cession cf a part of "shan" to the other country /T.N. Thailand’ and 
return cf tho rest to Purana in tho future. (€) In connection with the 
SinoeJaranese tr atv, to the ourstion of why Chin” wos hestily r«gaining t 
right of taxation while her tax systom was not in order, Minister of 
Cr ater East Asin, AOKI, stated that wo had first of ol1 made gn agrec@ 
mont on mutters rolotdyo te the, night, of taxation .in erdor to abolish oxtra- 
territorinlity praduslly. Prime Ministor TCJO stated that the ‘haste in’ 
ecncluding: this traaty arose from diplomntic considerations. 


(Recess: 12:40 prem. until 1:30 yom) 
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(7) To tho eucstion of when the subjects of Japan woulc be affected 

by the Chinose taxation lave, Ministor ef Greater Erst .8ia, AOKI, ro- 
pliod that althourh the Treaty would be onforeed on August lst, it 

would bo a little later thar thet because the laws applicable to Jaraneso : 
subjects roquired corsultaticn botwoen both countrios and public announce- 
ment in tho Officia’? Cazatte, 


Committcc-momber NARA asked a quostion about the pres*nt condition 
of the "Purma "cad" ond Frimo Minister TOJO answered it, 


Committee-noriber SUCAYARA esked about th: time for recognition of 
Purm.'s indopendones ond abcut the tax system of China, Foreign Minister 
SFIG*RITSU and Minister of Creater E-st Acio, AOKI, rave oxplenrtions 
respectively, 


Committcca-mambor USHIC asked nbout tho future of the settlemont 
corporations, whose incomes would fall off sharply in consoquence of 
transfer of the taxation right, Minister of Gr.ator East Asia, ACKI, 
roplied that although the settloment corporations would remain as be- 
fore ond continuo such public enterprisos as education, otc., until 
extratorritorinlity vas completely abolished, part cf their work should 
he transferred to other crgans sc that thoy can cut dow expenses. 


Committce-memher FUKAI asked about tho curroney problem in Burma and 
Ministor of Sreater Eret fsin, AOKI, replied thot he was confident that 
the currency vould be handled most satisfactcrily. 


Committco-member FUTAKAMI asked about (1) the present status of 
Burma and (2) whother or not it wags nocossary to have Par. 2 of Article 2 
of the Sine -Mganese Treaty provide for net only domostie treztmont but 
elso for the most-favoured nation troatment, These wore respectively 
answered: (1) ty Frime Minister TOJO and. Ministor of Greater East &sia, 
AOKI, tc the effoct thot the present position of Purms is under tho admin- 
istrative authority of tho occurstion zone, 4.c., under cur military adémin- 
istration, and thot the Chi-f Administratcr, PA-MAY, vas nothing more than 
a part of the structure of that military administration; and (2) by ANDO 
chief cf the Trenty Burcau cf the Foreign Ministry, to the effect that 
Jeavirg this as "domestic treatront", amounted te "most-favcred-nation 
treatment" -- in cther words, he did not gc sc far ss to make this spcific, 
duc te the desired aim that China shculd not ccnfer "most-favoredc-n-ticn- 
treatment" upen cry othor third nation. ; 


Committee-member MINAII (Jirce) asked if it vould not be better to make 
the area eust cf the SALYEEN River the part of the Shon» Province tc be 
returned to Thailcsnd, [rime Minister TOJO roplicd that since native 
principolitics embraced both sidas cf the SAI WFEN River, in order to 
aveid partitionin:s then, he weuld ecnsidor making tre provirces, 

KENTON and MONF..N /T.N, Both namesttranscribod phenotically/ of the 
Shan Province pirt cf Thailend and on a goed opportunity in the future, 
making tho rest part cf Rurma. 
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Committce-member MOTOJI asked rbout understandings given in 
tion vith the Sinoséepanese Tronty and Minister cf Greater Erst As 
AOKI, mace an explanation, 


Next, Chairman SUZUKI, threw cpen fer discuseicn a special] matter 
concerning the cfficial rank, etc., «f TOKYO Prefectunl sceretaries 
appointed frem ameng those whe had beer muncipa] officials of Tckye. Fen 
Minister ANDO, pave 2 genoral oxplanstion of it. 


Committec-momber FUKAI asked about the application cf the nominaticn 
systen te the electicn cf monbers «f the Prefectural Assembly: Fone 
Minister ANDO replied that this weuld be ecnsistont with the sare principle 
os in the case cf Ioca] Asserblics. 

Committecemember FUTAKAMI asked abcut the moaning of Par. 2, Article 2 
of the Imperial Ordinance for the origins] bill. The Dircctor of the 
Burau cf Logislation, MORIYAMA, replied that since premoticn cf official 
ranks in Far. 1 of the said Article ecvered the appointment of CPOKUNIN 
efficinis, / Faragrarh 2/ stipnlates thet the regulations pertinent 
te ounlification for civil service appointment are not tc *e excluded -- 
in other words, eccoptability must be detormined by the Selection 
Comiittes for CYOKININ Cfficials, 


Committec-momber USHIC asked if when © vacancy eceurred among the 
threo whose c*ficial ranks weuld be raised at the time of enforcement of 
this bill, steps would not be taken under this bill te raise official 
ranks a further time. Home Ministor ANDO replicd that though there were 
17 officials to whom the first paragraph cf Article I was epplicablo, 
if the cfficial ranks cf three cf them were raised, it weuld suffice; 
end that he had nc intenticn of extendins its applicaticr. 


Ther, Chairmen SUZUKI judged that there were ne mere cuestions, and 
requested the Ministers and oxpenents te retire, 


(The Iinisters and exponents retired), 

‘ts 2 result cf ccnsultation thereafter among the committee-members, 
it was unanimously decided that the fcur matters of the said bill shceuld 
be approved withcut modification, and the drawing-up cf the investigation 
report was entrusted scloly tr the Crairman of the Committee. 


Then, Chairman SUZUKI dec}ared the session clcsed,. 


(The session was closed at 3:50 pe. 


CFRTIFICAT 


I, i, Takatsuji hereby certify that I am officially cennected vith 
the Japanese Government in the followine capacity: Secrotcry cf Privy 
Counci) and that as. such official I have custody of the document hereto 
attached censistinr cf 22 pasos, cated July 29th, 1943, and described 
as follews: Re-ort cf tho Invostiretion, Committoo of_the Privy Council 
at. tho_conclusion of tho pact of allianco between Jargn and Purms_ gated 
July 29th, 1943. 


I further certify that the attached recerd and decument is an cfficial 
document cf the Japaneso Covernment, and that it is part of the official 
archives and files of the following named ministry or department (spocify- 
ing also the file number cr citaticn, if any, cr any other official 
designation cf tho rogvlar locaticr of the docunent in the archivos or 
files): Privy Council 


Signed at Tckyc on this 
14 day of Novenber 194€. ‘s/ Me. Takatsuji ___ 
Signature cf Cfficial 


S¥AI 


Witness: _/s’ %. Suzuki 
Secretary cf Privy Council 
Official Capacity. 


Statement of Official Procurement 


Genere] Headquarters of the Supreme Commander for the Allicd Porers, and 
that the above cortification was obtained by me from the abcve signed 
official of the Jarancso Covernment in tho conduct of ny cfficial busincss. 


Signed at Tokyo on this 
14th day cf Novormber 194€. '‘s/ Richard F. Iarsh 
Nane 


Witness? /s/ Villian Prout 


investigator, IFS _ 
Official Caracity. 
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